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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  2451 Crystal Drive  STOP 5105  Arlington VA 20598-5105
NATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS COORDINATION CENTER
OPERATION STAMP OUT
The import and export of goods is an integral part of the economic health of the United States.  The U.S. seeks to create full employment and economic prosperity through international trade and the opening of new consumer markets to U.S. goods and services.  Yet the growth of international trade and the liberalization of borders raises the risk of border security compromises, threats to national security, and economic crime.  Economic crime poses a significant threat to the financial stability of the United States. 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), in close cooperation with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), investigates commercial fraud, including false statements and deceptive business practices.  ICE HSI’s commercial fraud programs unit, which is led by the National Intellectual Property Rights Coordination Center (IPR Center), places a priority on health and safety violations, protecting U.S. economic interests, and the collection of duties.

The IPR Center oversees several programs aimed at stopping the importation and trafficking of counterfeit goods that threaten our economic stability, restrict the competitiveness of U.S. industry in world markets, and place the public health and safety of the American people at risk.  To address these challenges, the IPR Center seeks to enforce laws related to the trafficking in counterfeit goods.  These objectives address trafficking practices that endanger public health or the economy.  Counterfeit goods investigations are an integral component of an overall trade strategy whereby ICE-HSI and CBP concentrate on enforcing non-revenue (e.g., trademark, public health and safety) protection laws and regulations.  Successful cases produce significant seizures, civil penalties, and criminal prosecutions.
Operation Stamp Out
The IPR Center initiated Operation Stamp Out (Stamp Out) to combat the rise in the importation and distribution of counterfeit monetary instruments, counterfeit U.S. Postal money orders, stamps, and meter stamps into the United States. Stamp Out provides oversight and guidance to ICE HSI investigations involving the importation and distribution of counterfeit monetary instruments.  

Through IPR Center directed Stamp Out surges, ICE HSI, CBP and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) identify and target shipments as they enter the United States through mail and transport services via international express mail couriers.  Information obtained from these seizures is used to identify and investigate transnational criminal organizations responsible for counterfeiting of monetary instruments, stamps, meter stamps, and associated money laundering activities.
The most prolific criminal organizations perpetuating these schemes operate in Nigeria, Ghana, Benin, the United Kingdom, Canada, Spain, and the United States.  Criminal subjects residing and operating in West African countries are the primary international bulk distributors of the counterfeit financial instruments.  The international mail services primarily used by the targeted criminal organizations to facilitate the movement of these counterfeit financial instruments include Express Mail Service via International Next Day Service, Registered Mail via Post, and transport services via international express mail couriers, specifically United Parcel Service (UPS), Federal Express (FedEx), and DHL.
In Fiscal Year 2009, ICE HSI, CBP and USPIS conducted five Stamp Out surge operations which resulted in the successful seizure of approximately 12,240 counterfeit monetary instruments with a face value of more than $12.1 billion.  The combined efforts of ICE-HSI, CBP and USPIS resulted in several controlled deliveries, knock and talk interviews, and the execution of Federal search warrants, arrests, and indictments.  

In Fiscal Year 2010, the USPIS partnered with CBP to interdict counterfeit Postal Money Orders at International Mail Service Centers.  Approximately 27,000 counterfeit Postal Money Orders with a face value of approximately $26 million were intercepted during these interdictions.
In Fiscal Year 2011, ICE HSI, CBP and USPIS conducted three Stamp Out surge operations which resulted in the successful seizure of approximately 18,071 counterfeit monetary instruments with a face value of approximately $19 million.  The combined efforts of ICE-HSI, CBP and USPIS resulted in 12 criminal arrests, and 11 convictions.
For additional information please contact: 

Website:

www.ice.gov
Tip line:

(866) IPR-2060

Mail:


Homeland Security Investigations





National IPR Coordination Center 
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