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F A C T S H E E T


2451 Crystal Drive STOP 5105, Arlington, Virginia 20598-5105 


Commercial Fraud Programs Unit
General Fraud Crimes
The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), Commercial Fraud Programs Unit, focuses on commercial importations involving false statements and deceptive business practices.  HSI is able to take a comprehensive role in its overall trade strategy approach to address illegal trade activity or practices, for example, smuggling and duty evasion.  In partnering primarily with U.S. Customs and Border Protection and other federal agencies, HSI can concentrate on enforcing revenue protection and, increasingly, non-revenue protection laws and regulations by conducting investigations in the following areas:
· False Valuation is a method used to reduce the amount of duty applied to goods imported into the United States from a foreign country.  An importer will fraudulently state the value of the merchandise is lower than the actual value to reduce the amount of duty that is owed.
· Misclassification is used to reduce the amount of duty applied to goods imported into the United States from a foreign country.  An importer will fraudulently claim that the goods are of a classification that has a lower duty rate than the actual classification.
· Marking – Under 19 U.S.C. 1304, imported goods are required to be marked with the country of origin.  For various reasons including the circumvention of duties or quantitative restrictions, the bypassing trade sanctions, or to increase salability, importers and/or shippers will utilize fraudulent country of origin markings.

· Broker Compliance – In accordance with the Customs Modernization Act of 1993, customs brokers are obligated to exercise reasonable care in the entry of merchandise and to adopt procedures that reflect informed compliance.  Non-compliant brokers committing criminal offenses are investigated by HSI.
Contact the IPR Center

Website:

www.ice.gov/iprcenter
Email:


IPRCenter@dhs.gov



Mail:


National IPR Coordination Center
2451 Crystal Drive, STOP 5105 
Arlington, VA 20598-5105

Telephone:

1-866-IPR-2060
