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      F A C T S H E E T


2451 Crystal Drive STOP 5105, Arlington, Virginia 20598-5105 


Commercial Fraud Programs Unit
Forced Child Labor
The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), Commercial Fraud Programs Unit, is responsible for oversight and guidance of investigations conducted within the forced child labor program.  HSI investigates allegations of forced child labor as it relates to the manufacturing or harvesting of goods that are exported to the United States.  HSI distributes its resources between HSI Headquarters and foreign attaché offices that cover areas in the world where this type of labor is known to exist.  The forced child labor program is committed to identifying foreign manufacturers that are illegally exporting merchandise to the United States in violation of 13 U.S.C. § 1307, which prohibits the importation of goods produced by convict, forced or indentured labor under penal sanction, including forced or indentured child labor.  
U.S. importers and foreign manufacturers who are responsible for facilitating forced labor are susceptible to criminal prosecution, seizure, and forfeiture of their merchandise.  These activities not only negatively impact the competitiveness of American businesses, but put vulnerable children at risk.  Indentured (forced) child labor is still practiced today in some countries.  Children are sold or leased by their families into foreign manufacturing sectors, often to repay debts incurred by their parents.  The individuals who are responsible for recruiting child labor operate in impoverished areas of the world, luring parents into selling their children’s services.
HSI has launched an information campaign to inform U.S. importers and foreign exporters of HSI’s role in combating forced child labor.  Products manufactured or produced with forced or indentured child labor do not differ in appearance from products made by legitimate labor.  HSI conducts outreach with foreign governments and with the private sector through attendance at trade shows and participating in training seminars for foreign government counterparts.
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Telephone:

1-866-IPR-2060
